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February 2026
Pete's Excellent Metas Deliver Ample Surprises
by Pete Muller, Mack Meller, and Andrew White

ACROSS
1  Secret messages of a sort
5  Kevin who was the first comedian to sell

out an NFL stadium
9  NFL passing stat
12  Did a twelve-minute mile, say
15  "I know the answer!"
16  Egyptian goddess of fertility
17  Arcing tennis shot
18  Future zygotes, perhaps
19  (("A little old place where we can get

together" +
21  Some lucky dogs
23  Setting of a well-known lullaby
24  Tosses, with "of"
25  Common thing?
26  Drumstick's partner
28  "99 Luftballons" singer
29  "A hundred days have made me older") /
33  Country's ___ Brown Band
36  Spoils, with "on"
37  USVI, say
38  They can be inflated or stroked
40  Blast from the past, for short
42  Tennis champ featured in the music video

for Shakira's "Gypsy"
46  "I'm more than a bird. I'm more than a

plane") x
48  ("Hello there, the angel from my

nightmare" -
51  A ___ of Honey ("Boogie Oogie Oogie"

band)
52  Sotomayor who famously issued an

injunction ending the 1994-95 MLB strike
54  Dimes, in poker lingo
55  Salt's musical partner
58  Hägar the Horrible's wife
60  Lions and Tigers, but not Bears, on a

scoreboard
61  "In the city, the city of Compton, we keep

it rockin'") +
66  Evading the draft?
67  Record component
68  Thoroughness
72  Georgia has part of its coastline
74  Texas city where Jessica Simpson was

born
76  Beginnings
77  "Bow down before the one you serve ...
79  When doubled, a 2010s dance fad
80  "___ the Rich" (Aerosmith song)
81  Other, in Oaxaca
82  ___ Row (metal band with the hit "I

Remember You")
83  "Atlas Shrugged" author Rand
84  Some stammering sounds
85  Best Play, for one
86  ... you're going to get what you deserve"

DOWN
1  Dashes, say
2  Dishes, say
3  Bewitching bunch
4  "Good grief!"
5  Kermit's greeting
6  Express letters?
7  Ocasek of the Cars
8  Chiding click

9  Kendrick Lamar song that won two
Grammys in 2016

10  Bit of footwear for a ballerina (or a
minimalist hiker?)

11  Shortening used in cooking?
12  Ronda who had twelve wins in

professional MMA
13  Skin-care brand with oat-based products
14  Caribbean capital where the Baha Men

were discovered
20  Knight's mount
22  Photo-editing parameter
24  E, in Morse code
26  Many middle schoolers
27  Summer lawn sound in a Joni Mitchell

album title
30  "Wherever I May ___" (Metallica song)
31  James whose "At Last" was last

February's MMMM meta answer
32  Coffee containers
33  Pizzazz
34  H2O, in Honduras
35  Steals, slangily
39  Action movie staple
41  Bad thing for an aspiring musician to

have
43  Turned red, maybe
44  Steak sauce brand

45  Passionate person's proclivity, perhaps
47  Utah's Capitol ___ National Park
49  Meek rapper?
50  "Aladdin" parrot named after a

Shakespeare character
53  Home of some musical "Players"
56  Pink, for one
57  Record components
59  "Complicated" singer Lavigne
61  Shoreside shelter
62  When Waffle House serves breakfast
63  Give rise to?
64  Long shot in films?
65  Billie who swept the major Grammy

categories in 2020
69  Gordon portrayed by Michael Douglas in

"Wall Street"
70  Baseball legend Buck who posthumously

received the Presidential Medal of
Freedom

71  Aptly named English author Charles
73  "___ Deep" (song by 33-Across featuring

Jimmy Buffett)
74  Org. with over 50 members?
75  Beyoncé album featuring "Irreplaceable"
77  Rowing implement?
78  Groot and Gazoo, for short

The meta for this puzzle is a famous pop album.
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